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Competence Center for Sustainability – At a Glance 24/25 

This last academic year was shaped by three priorities: highlight and strengthen 
our disciplinary strengths, promote collaborative research, and be an active, 
influential voice in public dialogue across South Tyrol. We advanced disciplinary 
excellence with decisive steps: the newly funded Alperia Endowed Professorship 
in Hydrogen (Prof. Massimiliano Renzi) anchored our new hydrogen strand; this 
also includes integrating a new unibz member Prof Federica Viganò and her 
HYDRO project including the HYDRO Conference at NOI Techpark deepened the 
regional conversation on hydrogen and mobility; and Prof Bonacchi & Ass Prof 
Menicacci launched the public-facing Top-100 ESG ranking of local companies, 
providing transparent benchmarks for regional sustainability performance. 

We believe that within-Centre collaboration is essential to our mission and a key 
driver of impact: hydrogen work connected Prof Renzi and Prof Viganò; the Centre 
submitted the SUSBO – South Tyrol Sustainable Business Observatory research 
proposal as a joint initiative of all main professors; and joint with colleagues from 
unibz we co-developed mobility-focused research via the Mobility Lab South Tyrol 
proposal. Furthermore Prof. Gsottbauer, Prof. Ammendola & Prof. van Bezooijen 
partnered on the German Ecodesign Award exhibition and the Visualizing Climate 
Change series. 

Our outreach and stakeholder exchange matured into a recognizable brand of 
expertise. The Centre convened or contributed to high-visibility events such as the 
STARS Alliance coordination, various talks given in front of company audiences, 
and multi-format events co-organized with partner organizations in South Tyrol 
such as Fashion for Future and the Climate Action Day in Ultental as well as and 
provided evidence-based input to the Klimabürgerrat and a Landtag hearing on 
the Climate Plan. Members were present across media (RAI TV/radio, SWZ, Alto 
Adige, podcasts) on biodiversity loss, sustainable mobility, taxation, and ESG 
finance, demonstrating consistent participation in public dialogue and a trusted 
role with regional institutions. 

Finally, we advanced our education mandate inside and outside unibz. The Centre 
delivered executive teaching and knowledge transfer—notably the multi-
audience Sparkasse series on sustainable finance & reporting (Bonacchi, Dalla Via, 
Perego) and plans to also engage public agencies and companies (e.g., the STA 
Mobility Network Meeting).  
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Members (Focus area) 

 

Prof. Elisabeth Gsottbauer – Director (Economic 
Sustainbility) 

  

 

 
Prof. Camilla Wellstein – Management Team, Board 
Member Alliance (Environmental Sustainability) 

  

 

Prof. Aart van Bezooijn – Management Team (Social 
Sustainability) 

  

 

Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi - Management Team 
(Economic Sustainability) 

  

 

Prof. Massimiliano Renzi – Management Team 
(Environmental Sustainabiltiy) 

 



 3 

 

Prof. Paolo Perego (Economic Sustainability) 

  

 

Prof. Alex Weissensteiner (Economic Sustainability) 

 

Assoc. Prof. Nicola Dalla Via (Economic Sustainability) 

 

Ass. Prof. Luca Menicacci (Economic Sustainability) 

 

Prof. Giorgio Camuffo (Social Sustainability) 

 

Ass. Prof. Federica Vigano (Social Sustainability) 

  



 4 

 

Ass. Prof. Nicola Campigotto (Economic Sustainability) 

  

 

Ass. Prof. Jacopo Ammendola (Social Sustainability) 

  
Research Assistants (Environmental Sustainability) 
 – Ahmad Mirza Junaid 

– Maria Stergiadi 
– Gianmarco Tavilla 

Visiting Fellows  
 – Dr. Ulrich Atz – Visiting Fellow, NYU Stern Center 

for Sustainable Business 
 – Dr. Sarah Russo – Visiting Fellow, Manchester 

Business School 
– Prof. Ricci Francesco – Visiting Fellow, former 

Faculty of Engineering 
– Prof. Carlo Gallier – Visiting Fellow, Technische 

Hochschule Ingolstadt 
Team Assistants 
 – Lisa Della Rosa – Alliance for Sustainability 
 – Sonia Candura – Team Assistant 

 

Team updates 

For the academic year 2024/25, we welcome several new colleagues who 
strengthen our team and broaden our expertise in sustainability research. Prof. 
Massimiliano Renzi has joined us as a new endowed professor in the realm of 
environmental engineering, sponsored by Alperia. Ass. Prof. Sarah Russo 
(Manchester Business school) – a former postdoc at the Center, is joining as a 
visiting scholar. We are also pleased to welcome Nicola Campigotto as a 
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postdoctoral researcher in the Economic Sustainability pillar, along with three new 
postdocs/researchers– Dr. Ahmad Mirza Junaid, Maria Stergiadi, and Dr. 
Gianmarco Tavilla - who contribute to our work in Environmental Sustainability. 
Our growing network of unibz members now also includes Ass Prof Luca 
Menicacci from the Faculty of Economics, Ass Prof Federica Vigano from the 
Faculty of Education and Prof Giorgio Camuffo from the Faculty of Design and Art. 

We are equally grateful for the support of our student assistants Simon Wallis, 
Matteo Antonazzo, and Jonas Vogt, who assist in various research and outreach 
activities in 24/25. 

unibz and Alperia strengthen hydrogen research 

Alperia is funding a new professorship at unibz to advance research on green 
hydrogen, led by Prof. Massimiliano Renzi. 

Hydrogen is seen as a promising clean energy carrier, especially in South Tyrol 
with its strong hydropower resources, but its production remains energy- and 
cost-intensive. Expanding research in this field is therefore key. Through the 
Competence Centre, unibz and Alperia are pooling expertise to accelerate 
innovation in hydrogen technologies and support South Tyrol’s sustainability 
strategy. Planned initiatives include a new laboratory at NOI Techpark, linked to 
the H2 Centre in Bolzano South, focusing on hydrogen production, storage, 
distribution, and applications in energy systems and mobility. Prof. Renzi’s group 
is also involved in several European and regional projects, including 
collaborations with Eurac Research on hydrogen for district heating 
decarbonization. 
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Support and Collaborations 

Support 

The Center has two key supporting bodies: the Scientific Committee and the 
Stakeholders with an Advisory Vote. 

The Scientific Committee includes Prof. Athanassia Athanassiou from the Italian 
Institute of Technology, Prof. Robert Engle from New York University, and Prof. 
Martin Gerzabek from Universität für Bodenkultur, Wien. 

We are especially pleased to welcome Heid Roehler to our stakeholder group, who 
joins us as the new representative from the Steering Committee of the Sparkasse 
Foundation Bozen-Bolzano, taking over from Elisabeth Ladinser. The stakeholder 
group continues to benefit from the expertise of Klaus Egger, Provincial 
Sustainability Coordinator, and Kathrin Madl, Head of CSR and Sustainability 
Management at Alperia AG. 

Collaborations 

In addition, we regularly collaborate with other professors and faculties at unibz 
for events and research. For the academic year 24/25 we would like to highlight, 
among others some professors from Faculties with whom we have worked 
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intensively such as Prof. Federico Boffa, Prof. Maurizio Righetti, and Prof. Kris 
Krois. 

We have collaborated in events, teaching, and research with a range of 
organizations in South Tyrol and beyond including Ambienta, BITZ fablab, 
Bundespreis Ecodesign, Camera di commercio di Bolzano - Handelskammer 
Bozen, Climate Action South Tyrol, Confidi Alto Adige – Südtirol, Dachverband für 
Natur- und Umweltschutz, FiemmePER - Fondazione ETS, Fraunhofer Italia 
Research, IDM South Tyrol, Italian Alpine Club (CAI), Markas, trash galore, ito ito, 
Natural Science Museum of South Tyrol, NOI Techpark, OEW – Organisation for a 
Solidary World, Public Library of Bozen, REX – Materials and Things, Slow Fashion 
Journalist Susanne Barta, South Tyrolean Alpine Club (AVS), Sparkasse (Cassa die 
Risparmio die Bolzano), Südtiroler Landesregierung, Heimatpflegeverband 
Südtirol, Fondazione Regolino, and Weltläden Südtirol. 

Research highlights 

A selection of new research projects launched in 2024 and 2025 reflects our 
continued commitment to advancing sustainability research across disciplines. 

In the Economic Sustainability pillar, recent initiatives include ANTGREENWASH, 
which examines the impact of greenwashing on corporate behavior and financial 
markets (national funding, 01/2024–08/2025, Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi), 
CONT_ANALITICA_ProvBZ on the development of management accounting 
systems for the Province of Bolzano (06/2024–12/2024, Prof. Massimiliano 
Bonacchi), and STEP, exploring children’s sustainability narratives (11/2024–
12/2026, Prof. Elisabeth Gsottbauer). 

In the Environmental Sustainability pillar, newly launched projects include FLASH, 
focusing on flash flood prediction in protected mountain regions (11/2024–
12/2026, Prof. Camilla Wellstein), and BIOPAS, which investigates biodiversity 
tipping points in South Tyrol’s traditional pasture systems (06/2024–05/2027, Prof. 
Camilla Wellstein). In addition, we continue work on strategic multi-year initiatives 
such as the Main Project “Habitats” (LEST; 04/2023–12/2026) and the Sustainable 
Development of Val di Fiemme-Fleimstal (FIEMS; 08/2023–08/2028), both led by 
Prof. Camilla Wellstein. 

In the Social Sustainability pillar, recent additions include GreenWebUser, 
studying sustainable decision-making in digital environments (11/2024–10/2026, 
Ass. Prof. Jacob Ammendola), alongside the ongoing Play Ground Project, which 



 8 

explores visions of play in a more-than-human world (12/2023–12/2025, Assoc. 
Prof. Jacob Ammendola). Also Prof. Ammendola is a recent awarded project on 
“Spatio-temporal conditions in 15-minute cities: Exploring the use case of time 
offices” funded by the DUT Partnership (Driving Urban Transitions to 
a sustainable future). In addition, Federica Vigano works on the HYDRO project 
(2024-2026) exploring the social acceptance and institutional awareness of the 
emerging hydrogen economy in Trentino and South Tyrol, with a particular focus 
on sustainable mobility. 

Special projects: 

Top 100 

A special focus in our research activities is the continuous development of the 
“Top 100 Sustainability and Innovation Index,” the first comprehensive ranking of 
South Tyrolean companies based on environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
criteria. The project, led by Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi together with Prof. Luca 
Menicacci and alumnus Fabio Zanderigo Jona, represents an ongoing effort to 
improve transparency and highlight sustainable business practices in the region. 
First presented at the Forum “Economia e Sostenibilità” in March 2025, the project 
has since expanded in scope and public visibility. 

The ranking applies a combination of financial and ESG metrics, including 
estimated CO₂ emissions, workforce indicators, and sustainability certifications. 
Recent developments include the introduction of an AI-based scoring system, 
providing industry-adjusted sustainability ratings from AAA to CCC. The project is 
supported by a dedicated website - https://top100esg.projects.unibz.it/it - where 
methodology, data, and company-level scores are published openly. This evolving 
initiative aims to stimulate continuous engagement from companies, foster public 
debate on sustainability, and encourage South Tyrol’s enterprises to embrace ESG 
leadership. Further outputs to date include, a working paper (BEMPS107, 2025), 
and the Top 100 ESG Report, with strong public visibility through the Forum 
Economia e Sostenibilità (19 March 2025) and Magazine Economia Alto Adige (20 
March 2025). This evolving initiative aims to stimulate continuous corporate 
engagement, foster public debate, and encourage ESG leadership in South Tyrol. 

Contract-based research 

In the area of contract research, we are pleased to report a significant expansion 
of activities. A new collaboration has been launched with the Fondazione 
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Regolino, supporting a project led by Prof. Giorgio Camuffo and Assoc. Prof. 
Jacopo Ammendola focusing on workplace safety education. This initiative will 
culminate in the conference “Comunicare la Sicurezza”, to be held on 10-11 October 
2025 at unibz. 

We have also expanded collaborations with private sector partners on 
sustainability reporting and strategy development. Notable examples include the 
project Driving Sustainable Growth in “Digital Value”: Empowering People, Protecting 
the Planet, Ensuring Profitability (DSG_DV, 05/2024–05/2025), led by Prof. Bonacchi, 
which explores sustainability integration in digital business models, and a 
benchmarking analysis of sustainability reporting in the textile sector (SU2302 
ROSI_MANTECO CUP E18I2500118003), also coordinated by Prof. Bonacchi. 

Additionally, a major new contract project has been secured with Alperia. 
Congratulations to Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi and Assoc. Prof. Sarah Russo for 
establishing this collaboration, which will assess the economic and social impacts 
of the Pumped-Storage Power Plant in the Ulten Valley. This project demonstrates 
how our academic expertise can directly support regional investment decisions, 
and we thank Alperia for their trust and partnership. 

 

Publication highlights 

Prof. Elisabeth Gsottbauer published in PNAS Nexus on how choice architecture in 
online food-delivery apps can nudge consumers towards more sustainable food 
options. The study provides rigorous evidence that small design interventions in 
digital platforms can have meaningful impacts on climate-friendly consumption, 
showcasing the power of behavioral insights in advancing sustainability. 

• Lohmann, P., Gsottbauer, E., Farrington, J., Human, S., & Reisch, L. (2024). 
Choice architecture promotes sustainable choices in online food-delivery apps. 
PNAS Nexus, 3(10). 

Prof. Camilla Wellstein advanced climate and forest ecology with several high-
impact studies. In Science of the Total Environment, she co-authored research on 
carbon dynamics and nutrient limitations in oak forests under nitrogen 
deposition, offering new insights into ecosystem responses to atmospheric 
change. In Landscape Ecology, her work on forest–grassland ecotones projects how 
climate and land-use change will reshape Alpine landscapes, with significant 
implications for biodiversity and land management. 
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• Minikaev, D., Tonon, G., Ventura, M., Fornasier, F., Da Ros, L., Du Toit, B., & 
Wellstein, C. (2025). Carbon dynamics and potential nutrient limitations in an 
oak forest under experimental canopy nitrogen deposition. Science of the Total 
Environment, 994. 

• Marzini, S., Tasser, E., Wellstein, C., Albrich, K., Rammer, W., & Mina, M. 
(2025). Future expansion of upper forest-grassland ecotone under land-use and 
climate change in the Eastern Alps. Landscape Ecology, 40(3). 

Prof. Max Bonacchi and Prof. Paolo Perego have contributed to the fields of 
accounting and management. Their article in Accounting Horizons explores how 
customer analytics can reshape performance measurement and reporting 
systems, offering managers tools to better align reporting with value creation. In 
addition, Perego co-authored a critical reflection in the Journal of Management 
Studies on the planetary boundaries framework, assessing its relevance for 
organizations operating in the Anthropocene and its implications for corporate 
governance. 

• Bonacchi, M., & Perego, P. M. (2024). Customer Analytics in Performance 
Measurement and Reporting Systems. Accounting Horizons, 38(4). 

• Williams, A., Perego, P. M., & Whiteman, G. (2025). Boundary Conditions for 
Organizations in the Anthropocene: A Review of the Planetary Boundaries 
Framework 10 Years On. Journal of Management Studies, 62(4), 1811–1846. 

Dr. Luca Menicacci has published a series of articles on taxation, ESG, and 
corporate reporting. His research in the Sustainability Accounting, Management and 
Policy Journal shows how negative media coverage of ESG issues can be linked to 
corporate tax avoidance. Menicacci, L., & Simoni, L. (2024). Negative media coverage 
of ESG issues and corporate tax avoidance. Sustainability Accounting, Management 
and Policy Journal, 15(7). 

Prof. Alexander Weissensteiner contributed to financial economics with 
innovative research on portfolio optimization under downside risk measures. His 
work in the Annals of Operations Research develops new methods for smoothed 
semicovariance estimation, offering investors and asset managers improved tools 
for risk-adjusted portfolio selection in uncertain markets. 

• Ferrari, D., Paterlini, S., Rigamonti, A., & Weissensteiner, A. (2024). Smoothed 
semicovariance estimation for portfolio selection. Annals of Operations 
Research, 1–40. 
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Prof. Massimiliano Renzi contributed significantly to applied energy research, with 
a focus on low-carbon technologies and urban energy systems. In Applied Thermal 
Engineering, he co-authored an article on ammonia-fueled micro gas turbines with 
steam injection, exploring their performance and emissions potential.  In Smart 
Energy, he co-authored a study on urban smart energy systems, providing 
integrated technical, economic, and environmental optimization models to inform 
future energy transitions. 

• Fatehi, M., Campaldini, G., & Renzi, M. (2025). Micro gas turbine fed by 
ammonia with steam injection: Performance and combustion analysis. Applied 
Thermal Engineering, 264. 

• Battini, F., Menapace, A., Stradiotti, G., Zanfei, A., Nicolosi, F. F., Dalla Torre, 
D., Renzi, M., et al. (2025). Urban smart energy systems from a climate change 
perspective: Technical, Economic and Environmental optimization analysis. 
Smart Energy, 18. 

Prof. Aart van Bezooijen and  Dr. Jacopo Ammendola published on design and 
sustainable innovation. Van Bezooijen co-authored studies on sustainable 
material substrates for thin-film sensors (MRS Advances) and bio-design 
applications in footwear innovation. Ammendola focused on participatory and 
vernacular design approaches, including a chapter in Resilient Planning and Design 
for Sustainable Cities examining how co-design can safeguard cultural identity in 
urban communities. 

• Nijkoops, A., Bhatt, D., Carrasco Pena, A., Husain, Q. Z., Rapagnani, N., van 
Bezooijen, A., et al. (2024). Suitability of plant fiber residue-based paper as 
substrates for sustainable thin-film thermistors. MRS Advances, 9(20). 

• Ammendola, J., Masiani, B., & Saavedra, C. (2024). Experimental Co-Design 
with a Ludic Urban Community: The Safeguard of the Identity of Vale Do 
Anhangabaù as a Skateboarding Spot. In Resilient Planning and Design for 
Sustainable Cities. 

Grants 

Under the 2024/25 funding period, the Centre was awarded the nationally funded 
project The impact of greenwashing activities on corporate policies and security 
pricing (ANTGREENWASH), led by Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi (01/2024–08/2025).  
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In addition, Centre members successfully secured three interdisciplinary research 
grants under the most recent unibz internal funding call. These projects include 
Empowering Web Applications End-users to Make Sustainable Choices (led by Jacopo 
Ammendola), Sensitise perception, recognise multiplicity: Children’s path to 
sustainability through narrative and participatory research (led by Elisabeth 
Gsottbauer), and Flash floods prediction and impact in protected mountain areas (led 
by Camilla Wellstein). These awards highlight the Centre’s growing 
interdisciplinary profile, bridging sustainability themes across social, 
environmental, and technological domains. 

Building on this, Camilla Wellstein is also contributing her expertise to the newly 
funded DiCAM initiative (A Cutting-Edge Data Infrastructure for Climate Change 
Adaptation and Mitigation) funded by Autonomous Province of Bolzano-Bozen 
under its Provincial Research Funding Scheme. This collaborative project brings 
together key regional research institutions including Eurac Research, Eco 
Research, and the Ökoinstitut to develop a federated digital platform for climate-
related data in South Tyrol, further strengthening the Centre’s role in regional 
climate adaptation efforts. 

In addition, members of the Center have actively contributed to the new ID 2025 
open call by unibz, submitting several interdisciplinary project proposals. Among 
the submissions, Camilla Wellstein and Elisabeth Gsottbauer are participating 
team members in the project SUNSHINE: Sustainable forest management as a 
Nature-based Solution for promoting Human well-being and biodiversity. Moreover, 
Elisabeth Gsottbauer collaborated with Prof. Matthias Fuchs, Prof. Federico Boffa, 
and Prof. Kris Krois on the submission of a joint proposal for a Mobility Lab South 
Tyrol, aiming to advance sustainable mobility solutions in the region. In addition, 
Prof. Aart van Bezooijen and Prof. Lukas Münzenrieder jointly submitted 
ProtoPaper: Nanotechnology meets design, a proposal exploring the intersection of 
materials innovation and sustainable design. 

Also, in the latest round of funding applications by the Autonomous Province of 
Bolzano-Bozen, Centre members submitted a cross-disciplinary proposals 
involving main members of the Centre – Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi, Prof. 
Camilla Wellstein, Prof. Aart van Bezooijen, Prof. Elisabeth Gsottbauer, Prof. Paolo 
Perego, Ass. Prof Luca Menicacci: the South Tyrol Sustainable Business Observatory 
(SUSBO), a project designed to systematically monitor ESG performance among 
regional businesses. Additionally, Prof. Massimiliano Renzi submitted the Lab-GPT 
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project under the EFRE/FESR capacity-building call, focusing on hydrogen value 
chain research infrastructure, and contributed as a partner in a Horizon 2020 
proposal on sustainable ammonia use in hard-to-abate sectors. 

Events 

The Center is committed to advancing sustainability dialogue through a rich 
portfolio of events, including academic conferences, workshops, seminars, 
exhibitions, and public engagement activities. Between October 2024 and July 
2025, the Center organized or co-organized: 

• Large scale multi format events include UpCon 2024 and Fashion for Future 
2025 combining workshops, talks and a festival character over several days 
with wide participation across sectors; 

• Field trips and community engagement include activities connected directly 
to the landscape and society, such as the Action for Climate excursion in 
Val d’Ultimo (Oct 2024) and local collaborations like the CO₂ Footprint 
Awareness Week (Oct 2024) and participation in the student-led 
Sustainability Festival at unibz; 

• Various academic and policy conferences and workshops with 50–100 
participants, including on Innovations for Transport and Sustainable 
Mobility Workshop (Apr 2025), climate litigation and climate justice (Feb 
2025), and financial literacy (Dec 2024); 

• Various thematic research seminars focused on key topics including 
sessions on E&S disclosure regulation and political ideology (Nov 2024), 
climate stress tests for banks (Apr 2025), and pension education and social 
sustainability (Dec 2024); 

• 2 curated public exhibitions including the German Ecodesign Award 
Exhibition 2025 and Visualizing Climate Change 24/25, both hosted in 
Bolzano over one month, featuring various public talks and guided tours. 

These activities reflect the Centre’s interdisciplinary approach and its goal to 
connect academia, policy, business, and civil society in addressing sustainability 
issues. 

01 Oct - 03 Oct 2024 UpCon 2024 – Workshop 

https://www.unibz.it/en/events/upcon-2024-workshop
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04 Oct 2024 18:00-22:00 UpCon 2024 – Conference 

05 Oct 2024 11:00-22:00 UpCon 2024 – Festival 

This year's UpCon with a Conference, Festival and Workshop 

12 Oct 2024 09:00-18:30 Escursione “Action For Climate” 2024 

Una giornata in Val d’Ultimo sul tema “Cambiamento climatico e Acqua” tra 
relazioni di esperti in materia e visite a laghi e biotopi 

15 Oct 2024 18:00-19:00 Public Talk N55 – Tangible Utopias 

Walking houses, rolling gardens and the blueprint for a better world. 

17 Oct 2024 14:30-18:30 Public Seminar I decreti in materia di fiscalità, 
governance e sostenibilità 

L'evento darà una chiave di lettura agli interventi normativi in un'ottica aziendale, 
sottolineando che la buona governance è un elemento essenziale per affrontare 
tutte le sfide future. 

24 Oct 2024 09:00-12:00 Public Seminar Seminar: CO2 Footprint Awareness 
Week 

The CO2 Footprint Awareness Week aims to raise awareness about individual 
carbon footprints and how certain behaviors impact climate change. 

12 Nov 2024 12:00-13:00 Research Seminar E&S Disclosure Regulation and 
Political Ideology 

Political ideology shapes Environmental and Social disclosure rules: politicians' 
views predict support in voting, co-sponsorship, feedback to the SEC—more than 
campaign funds or protests 

04 Dec 2024 14:00-16:30 Workshop Educazione Previdenziale e Sostenibilità 
Sociale in Trentino-Alto Adige 

Il ruolo dell'educazione previdenziale per affrontare le sfide demografiche e 
promuovere una crescita economica equa e sostenibile 

16 Dec - 17 Dec 2024 Conference Extreme weather events and adaptation in 
the South-Eastern Alps 

https://www.unibz.it/en/events/upcon-2024-conference
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/upcon-2024-festival
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/action-for-climate-cambiamento-climatico-e-acqua-in-val-dultimo
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/n55-tangible-utopias
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/i-decreti-in-materia-di-fiscalita-governance-e-sostenibilita-nuove-regole
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/i-decreti-in-materia-di-fiscalita-governance-e-sostenibilita-nuove-regole
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/seminar-co2-footprint-awareness-week
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/seminar-co2-footprint-awareness-week
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/e-and-s-disclosure-regulation-and-political-ideology
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/e-and-s-disclosure-regulation-and-political-ideology
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/educazione-finanziaria-e-sostenibilita-sociale
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/educazione-finanziaria-e-sostenibilita-sociale
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/meteorological-extreme-events-forecasting-impact-case-studies
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/meteorological-extreme-events-forecasting-impact-case-studies
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What do we know about future extreme weather (rain, drought, storms)? What 
were their environmental impacts? How can forecasting improve mountain 
management and disaster prevention? 

15 Jan 2025 17:30-18:30 Public Talk & Exhibition: Visual Communication for 
Mobility Transition 

Join us at "Visual Communication for Mobility Transition" to explore how design 
and communication can shape the future of sustainable transport. 

22 Jan 2025 17:30-18:30 Public Talk & Exhibition:  Visual Journalism with 
Matteo Moretti 

Matteo Moretti (Sheldon Studio) creates data design for social issues, exploring 
glocal climate change. Join him for a discussion on visual journalism. 

28 Jan 2025 17:30-18:30 Public Talk & Exhibition:  Climate Activism and 
Neuroscience 

Climate activism and neuroscience intersect by exploring how brain processes 
influence environmental behavior, helping improve sustainability awareness 
strategies. 

14 Feb 2025 09:00-13:00 Workshop Klimaklagen und Klimagerechtigkeit in 
Zeiten des Klimawandels 

Die Veranstaltung beleuchtet die rechtlichen, politischen und ökologischen 
Aspekte von Klimaklagen auf internationaler und nationaler Ebene, mit Fokus auf 
Italien und Südtirol. 

03 Apr - 04 Apr 2025 Workshop Innovations for Transport and Sustainable 
Mobility Workshop 

From autonomous driving to behavioral science in sustainable mobility – discover 
innovations in transport at our workshop this April. 

07 Apr 2025 16:15-18:00 Public Talk Europäische Klima- und 
Innovationspolitik im Angesicht eines globalen Dilemmas“ 

Trotz weniger Armut weltweit steigen Umweltbelastungen. Um Klimaneutralität 
zu erreichen und den Wirtschaftsstandort zu sichern, braucht es 
marktwirtschaftliche Lösungen 

https://www.unibz.it/en/events/visual-communication-for-mobility-transition
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/visual-communication-for-mobility-transition
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/visual-journalism-with-matteo-moretti
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/visual-journalism-with-matteo-moretti
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/climate-activism-and-neuroscience
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/climate-activism-and-neuroscience
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/cause-legali-per-il-clima-e-giustizia-climatica
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/cause-legali-per-il-clima-e-giustizia-climatica
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/innovations-for-transport-and-sustainable-mobility-workshop-2
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/innovations-for-transport-and-sustainable-mobility-workshop-2
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/europaeische-klima-und-innovationspolitik-im-angesicht-eines-globalen-dilemmas
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/europaeische-klima-und-innovationspolitik-im-angesicht-eines-globalen-dilemmas
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10 Apr 2025 12:00-13:00 Research Seminar Transparency and Real Effects of 
Banks’ Climate Stress Tests 

The seminar, led by Gerrit von Zedlitz-Neukirch, will explore how climate stress 
tests impact banks' disclosure and lending policies, especially under ESG pressure. 

21 May 2025 16:00-17:00 Public Talk “Is plastic truly that bad as a material?” 
by Efrat Friedland 

Join Efrat Friedland, founder of Positive Plastics, for a talk on sustainable materials 
and the future of plastics at BITZ fablab! 

19 Jun - 19 Jul 2025 Exhibition German Ecodesign Award Exhibition 2025 

Explore innovative, sustainable designs at the German Ecodesign Award 
exhibition at NOI Techpark Bolzano. Discover visionary concepts and market-
ready solutions for a sustainable future. 

01 Jul 2025 10:00-11:00 Exhibition German Ecodesign Award Exhibition 2025 – 
Free Guided Tour 

Explore innovative, sustainable designs at the German Ecodesign Award 
exhibition in Bolzano! Join a free guided tour with experts & learn how to 
participate. Don't miss it! 

10 Jul 2025 18:00-20:00 Exhibition  German Ecodesign Award Exhibition 2025 
– Open Talk: ito ito 

What if textile design meets digital manufacturing? Join us for an open talk by 
Florian Pfeffer from ito ito, a shared factory for on-demand knitwear production. 

14 Jul 2025 18:00-20:00 Exhibition  German Ecodesign Award Exhibition 2025 
– Open Talk: Trash Galore 

How to keep reusable materials in the loop and out of landfills? Join us for an open 
talk and discussion with Lukas Binner from Trash Galore, a sustainability service 
provider from Leipzig. 

18 Jul 2025 18:00-20:00 Exhibition  German Ecodesign Award Exhibition 2025 
x Bolzano Critical Mass 

Bolzano Critical Mass! Reclaim the streets together and celebrate cycling, 
community, and more sustainable mobility. All bikes welcome - bring your lights, 
friends & good vibes! 

https://www.unibz.it/en/events/transparency-and-real-effects-of-banks-climate-stress-tests
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/transparency-and-real-effects-of-banks-climate-stress-tests
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/is-plastic-truly-that-bad-as-a-material-by-efrat-friedland
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/is-plastic-truly-that-bad-as-a-material-by-efrat-friedland
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-free-guided-tour
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-free-guided-tour
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-open-talk-ito-ito
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-open-talk-ito-ito
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-open-talk-trash-galore
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-open-talk-trash-galore
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-bolzano-critical-mass
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-bolzano-critical-mass


 17 

19 Jul 2025 10:00-11:00 Exhibition  German Ecodesign Award Exhibition 2025 
– Final Coffee Hour 

Explore innovative, sustainable designs at the German Ecodesign Award 
exhibition in Bolzano! Join our free (final) coffee hour with Aart van Bezooijen 
(Professor of Material Driven Design) 

 Events 24/25:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-final-coffee-hour
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/german-ecodesign-award-exhibition-2025-final-coffee-hour
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Media andexpert service 

Talks / TV / Interviews / Keynotes 

Prof. Elisabeth Gsottbauer 

• Interview swz “Das Klima Paradoxon” (August 2025) 
• Interview unibz insight “Wer soll unsere Welt retten?” (July 2025) 
• Roundtable of the BNE Center (Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) in Neustift 

(June 13, 2025). 
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• TV interview on biodiversity loss for RAI Südtirol (aired June 16, 2025). 
• Talk at the Sustainability Festival on “Do carbon offsets really offset carbon”, unibz 

(May 16, 2025). 
• Talk at Microgate GmbH on “Nachhaltigkeit sichtbar machen: Ökonomische Aspekte 

von Berichterstattung und Reputation“ (Confindustria event, May 16, 2025). 
• Talk at IIT Genova on “What motivates us to protect the climate? Insights for 

effective climate policy” (May 22, 2025). 
• TV roundtable on inflation & cost of living for RAI Südtirol’s Nachgeschaut (May 

2025). 
• Student mentor at IN MOTION Idea Lab and Tech Festival at NOI Techpark 

Bruneck (May 8–10, 2025). 
• Workshop co-organization: Innovations for Transport and Sustainable Mobility 

(Bruneck, April 3–4, 2025). 
• Roundtable, “Careers in Sustainability”, unibz Alumni homecoming (April 2025) 
• Keynote at Tagung der Bäuerinnen on Landwirtschaft im Wandel: Politische 

Maßnahmen und technologische Innovationen (April 2025, Bozen) 
• Jury member at competition “Gemeinsam für unsere Zukunft”, Raiffeisen 

Südtirol (Dec-Feb 2025) 
• Talk at Kulturrunde Bruneck on Was motiviert uns zu nachhaltigen Verhalten? 

(March 2025, Bruneck). 
• Keynote on Wirtschaftliche Aspekte von Klimaklagen, conference on climate 

litigation organized with Heimatpflegeverband, Dachverband für Natur- und 
Umweltschutz, and Klimaclub Südtirol (Feb 2025, Bozen). 

• Talk Behavioral Insights for Sustainable Behavior at SME 5.0 Doctoral Winter 
School, Bruneck (Dec 2024). 

• Lecture Making a career in science. Stories from professors! — schools event (3 Dec 
2024)  

• TV Interview, Campus – Magazin für Forschung und Entwicklung, featured in RAI 
Südtirol (TV) (aired February 202) 

• Keynote on What is the economic and social impact of the creative industry?, 
Creative Industry Roundtable, IDM Bozen (November 2024) 

• Keynote on How to promote more sustainable transport, 20th STA Mobility 
Network Meeting, NOI Techpark, Bozen (November 2024) 

• Lecture on What motivates us to protect the climate? at University of Innsbruck – 
Aurora Ringvorlesung (Nov 2024). 

• Lecture on Do carbon offsets really offset carbon? at CO2 Footpring Awareness 
Week (Oct 2024, Bozen) 

 
Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi 

• Talk at Confindustria event on sustainability reporting (May 2025) 
• Roundtable on sustainability & innovation at Alto Adige Forum (March 2025). 
• Talk on sustainability reporting - Sostenibilità: il report come strumento di 

crescita dell’impresa - at Markas headquarters (Nov 2024). 
• Decarbonizzazione, governance e sostenibilità: Top 100 altoatesine — media 

participation (2024) (Bonacchi + Menicacci) 
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Dr. Luca Menicacci, Assoc Prof Nicola Dalla Via 

• Talk on Sostenibilità d’impresa: vantaggi competitivi e finanziari — unibz 
Industry Day presentation (26 Sep 2024) (Dalla Via Nicola) 

• Editorial Alto Adige Fisco, nuove sfide per le PMI (15 Oct 2024) (Menicacci) 
• Interview Alto Adige Le sfide per le PMI tra fisco, governance e sostenibilità Alto 

Adige Innovazione, 18 Oct 2024) (Menicacci) 
• Editorial and talk on tax reform and sustainability (Nov 2024)  (Menicacci) 
• Press Article Si fa presto a dire “global minimum tax — article (lavoce.info, 2024) 

(Menicacci). 
 
Prof. Camilla Wellstein 

• Co-organization of Climate Action Day hike in Ultental (Oct 2024). 
• Radio interview Climate change and water – Ultental  (Oct 2024) 
• Organization CO2 Footprint Week, coordination of unibz contributions 
• Talk at Euregio Biodiversity Research Conference (Nov 2024). 
• Roundtable book discussion “Migrazioni Verticali: La montagna ci salverà?” at 

Bozen library (Dec 2024). 
• Organization of Extreme Weather Events in the South-Eastern Alps Conference 

(Dec 16–17, 2024). 
• Interview Salto Media Extreme weather & adaptation (Dec 2024) 
• Interview RAI Umwelt Extreme weather conference (Dec 2024)  
• Organization and coordination of annual Alliance meeting (May 2025) 

 

Prof. Aart van Bezooijen and Dr. Jacopo Ammendola 

• Curator of the German Ecodesign Award Exhibition (June–July 2025) (van 
Bezooijen) 

• Co-organizer Fashion for Future exhibition (April 2025) (van Bezooijen) 
• Co-organization of Upcycling Convention (Oct 2024) (van Bezooijen) 
• Participant GRASSI Museum exhibition, Leipzig (Nov 2024) (van Bezooijen) 
• Curator Visualizing Climate Change exhibition & talks (Dec 2024-Jan 2025) 

(Ammendola) 
• Talk & Panel Change Agents: Inter-institutional collaborations in social design (2024) 

(Ammendola) 
• Talk CONNECTION advanced training – dotdotdot/OpenDotLab, Milano (2024) 

(van Bezooijen). 
• Guided tour, contribution to a guided tour for citizen engagement (BAW 2024) 

(van Bezooijen). 
 

Prof. Massimiliano Renzi 

• Radio interviews and press coverage of his Alperia-endowed professorship on 
hydrogen (Dec 2024–March 2025). 
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Teaching in the academic year 2024/25 

The Centre is committed to addressing contemporary sustainability challenges 
through innovative approaches in the classroom. In the 2023/24 academic year, 
this included, among others, the following tailored offers: 

Professor Elisabeth Gsottbauer’s Economics of Climate Change course equips 
students with a deep understanding of the economic principles underlying 
climate change and policy, enabling them to critically evaluate strategies for 
mitigation and adaptation. In her Sustainable Mobility course, students examine 
barriers to sustainable transport and explore policy instruments such as taxation, 
zoning, and behavioral nudges to promote sustainable choices. 

Professor Aart van Bezooijen’s Design & Production provides hands-on experience 
in production processes, ranging from self-built tools to industrial systems. It 
fosters a critical perspective on traditional and innovative sustainable techniques 
within circular and bio-based sectors. Together with Design & Materials, these 
courses form the backbone of eco-social design education, linking creativity with 
sustainability. 

Professor Camilla Wellstein’s courses, including Applied Botany, Principles of 
Botany, and Structure and Function of Mountain Ecosystems, focus on both 
foundational and practical aspects of nature conservation, biodiversity, and 
mountain ecosystem management. They prepare students to address 
sustainability challenges in agriculture and forestry in mountain regions. 

Professor Paolo Perego’s Sustainability Accounting and Integrated Reporting 
develops student knowledge of contemporary sustainability reporting practices, 
exploring how accounting can serve as a tool for corporate transparency, 
responsibility, and the integration of sustainability into business strategy. 

Dr. Jacopo Ammendola’s project-based courses in Eco-Social Design engage 
students directly with external partners such as municipalities, associations, and 
cultural institutions. Through collaborative projects, students tackle real-world 
sustainability issues including land conservation, circular economy, waste 
reduction, cultural accessibility, social cohesion, gender equality, and climate 
change mitigation. 
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Professor Massimiliano Renzi’s Thermal Engines course introduces students to 
energy conversion and storage technologies, with particular emphasis on green 
fuels, hybrid/electric systems, and efficient energy solutions for sustainable 
industrial and mobility applications. 

Professor Federica Viganò’s Social Sustainability through Innovation course 
explores how social innovation can address sustainability challenges, bridging 
communication, culture, and social service perspectives to foster more inclusive 
and resilient societies. 

Professor Massimiliano Bonacchi integrates sustainability into his accounting and 
finance teaching by linking Advanced Financial Statement Analysis with corporate 
social responsibility and disclosure practices. His courses emphasize how financial 
reporting can account for environmental and social dimensions of business 
performance. In addition, Dr. Luca Menicacci teaches courses in accounting, 
including Advanced Accounting, Italian Accounting Principles, and the Chartered 
Accountant State Exam Laboratory. Also Associate Professor Nicola Dalla Via 
teaches Accounting for Decision Making, Business Analytics, and Performance 
Analytics for Business. 

Dr. Nicola Campigotto’s Innovation Economics and Regional Economics and 
Development courses address sustainability indirectly by focusing on innovation 
ecosystems and regional development strategies, which are essential to fostering 
sustainable tourism and entrepreneurship. 

• Prof. Aart van Bezooijen: Design & Materials; Design & Production 

• Prof. Camilla Wellstein: Applied Botany; Principles of Botany; Structure and 
Function of Mountain Ecosystems 

• Prof. Elisabeth Gsottbauer: Economics of Climate Change; Sustainable 
Mobility 

• Ass. Prof. Jacopo Ammendola: Project 1 & 2 in Eco-Social Design 

• Prof. Paolo Perego: Sustainability Accounting and Integrated Reporting 

• Prof. Massimiliano Renzi: Thermal Engines 

• Prof. Federica Viganò: Social Sustainability through Innovation 

• Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi: Advanced Financial Statement Analysis (CSR and 
sustainability reporting dimensions) 
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• Dr. Nicola Campigotto: Innovation Economics; Regional Economics and 
Development 

• Luca Menicacci: Advanced Accounting; Italian Accounting Principles (links to 
sustainability through research in sustainability accounting) 

• Prof. Nicola Dalla Via: Accounting for Decision Making (with links to 
sustainability in executive teaching) 

 

Student involvement 

In addition to teaching, we aim to actively involve students in our work and events 
by offering positions as student assistants. Last academic year, we welcomed 
three student assistants: Wallis Simon, Matteo Antonazzo, Jonas Vogt. 

Homepage Design: Top 100 

Our student assistant Jonas Vogt used his web design skills to assist our  member 
Ass Prof Luca Menicacci in representing his work on the ESG analysis of the Top 
100 companies in South Tyrol in a visual manner. See below a screenshot from 
the homepage and visit for more information. 

 

https://top100esg.projects.unibz.it/en
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Figure: Screenshots Top 100 Homepage 

 

We are also engaged in student mentoring and field 
activities, including the NOI Student Sprint (24–29 
February 2025), where Aart van Bezooijen served as 
mentor, as well as the In MOTION Tech Festival and the 
IN MOTION Idea Contest at NOI Bruneck (8–10 May 
2025), where Elisabeth Gsottbauer took on a mentoring 
role. 
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Besides, all members are actively involved in supervising bachelor’s and master’s 
theses at their respective faculties. For example, Prof. Max Bonacchi is currently 
supervising work on the topic “ROSI Analysis for the Porsche Center Dresden.” 

 

Executive education 

The Competence Center provides essential lifelong learning through short 
courses and tailored executive teaching programs. 

Executive Training: ESG skills (in execution) 

Prof. Massimiliano and his team continues to execute a tailored executive degree 
program for Sparkasse on ESG skills for the financial sector. They also provided a 
customized short course specifically for Sparkasse’s leadership team.  

Lecturers: Prof. Massimiliano Bonacchi, Prof. Paolo Perego, Ass. Prof. Nicola Dalla 
Via, Ulrich Atz 

Partner: Sparkasse (Cassa die Risparmio die Bolzano) 

Executive Training: Policy and Program Evaluation for Mobility (in planning) 

Prof. Gsottbauer is planning a tailored training for STA employees (senior 
managers, program managers) to equip them with the tools and frameworks 
needed to systematically evaluate mobilities policies and programs. 

Lecturers: Prof. Elisabeth Gsottbauer, Prof. Carlo Gallier 

 

Alliance 

The Competence Centre co-manages the Alliance in Research and Teaching for 
Sustainability, which brings together nine institutions to consolidate expertise and 
foster dialogue on SDG-related topics in South Tyrol. The seven core partners are 
the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano, Eurac, Philosophical-Theological College of 
Brixen/Bressanone, Fraunhofer Italia Research, Eco Research, Laimburg Research 
Centre, and the Natural Science Museum of South Tyrol, joined by two associate 
partners: IDM South Tyrol and the Ökoinstitut. 
Prof. Camilla Wellstein represents us on the Alliance board, while Lisa della Rosa 
supports its management and outreach. Our member Prof. Camilla Wellstein is 
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serving on the board of the Alliance and Lisa della Rosa supports the management 
of the Alliance and its outreach activities. 

On May 20, 2025, the Competence Centre organized the annual meeting of the 
South Tyrol Alliance for Research in Sustainability (STARS) at the Free University of 
Bozen-Bolzano (unibz). Alliance members, together with a provincial 
representative, gathered to review progress, coordinate ongoing initiatives, and 
plan future activities. 

Key milestones and ongoing efforts managed by the Center include: 

• Integration into the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
(SDSN): strengthening the Alliance’s international visibility. 

• Planning of a Studium Generale module “Sustainability: Challenges” for the 
winter term 2025. 

• Joint participation in regional initiatives, such as the Week of the CO₂ 
Footprint in October 2025. 

• Development of a public expert directory to map sustainability expertise 
across Alliance members, designed to support collaborations, inform 
policymakers, and make it easier for journalists and the public to identify 
relevant experts. 

Currently, discussions are also hold on the Alliance’s role in evaluating the Climate 
Plan 2040 and further supporting the participatory climate process.   
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