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CALL FOR
ABSTRACTS

BEYOND BOUNDARIES:
Rethinking Education, Society, and Thought

The Free University of Bozen-Bolzano is delighted to announce the 2" PhD Conference in Education and Social Sciences,
scheduled to take place in Brixen-Bressanone from Wednesday, July 1% to Friday, July 3™ 2026. More details about the
program and registration are available on our !

The PhD conference Beyond Boundaries invites PhD candidates and earlycareer (non-tenured) researchers in educa-
tion, pedagogy, social sciences, and related fields to actively participate.

In an era of growing complexity, intersectionality, and global interconnectedness, boundaries are no longer fixed or
self-evident. The conference aims to create an open and interdisciplinary space for young scholars to explore how
boundaries - disciplinary, social, and conceptual - shape knowledge, identities, and social practices, and how they can
be critically questioned and transformed.

The central question is: What do boundaries mean today? Do they risk becoming barriers to innovation, inclusion, and
mutual understanding? In this spirit, we particularly encourage contributions that engage with:

— Disciplinary boundaries: How can we navigate the tensions between specialization and interdisciplinarity in research
and professional practices? What opportunities and challenges emerge when disciplinary borders are crossed?

— Social boundaries: How do visible and invisible boundaries shape identities, communities, and institutions? What
are the implications for equity, belonging, and participation in educational and social contexts?

— Conceptual boundaries: How are the limits of knowledge, language, and meaning defined and negotiated? How can
these boundaries be challenged or rethought within educational and social research?

PhD candidates and early-career researchers are invited to submit an abstract ofup to 250 words via the online sub-
mission form by 15 May.
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—> phdconference@unibz.it

—> Regensburger Allee 16, Brixen
Viale Ratisbona, 16, Bressanone
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https://www.unibz.it/en/events/phd-conference-in-education-and-social-sciences-beyond-boundaries
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

¥ Prof. Margund Rohr-Hilmes

Evangelische Hochschule
Dresden
margund.rohr@ehs-dresden.de

Dr. Abel Polese

Dublin City University

School of Law and Government
abel.polese@dcu.ie

Prof. Laura Branchetti
Universita degli Studi di Milano
Department of Mathematics
“Federigo Enriques”
laura.branchetti@unimi.it

Prof. Monica Bernardi
Universita degli Studi
Milano-Bicocca

Department of Sociology and
Social Research
monica.bernardi@unimib.it

Prof. Elisabeth Tauber
Free University of
Bozen-Bolzano,

Faculty of Design and Art
elisabeth.tauber@unibz.it

Prof. Michele Cagol
Free University of
Bozen-Bolzano

Faculty of Education
michele.cagol@unibz.it

WORLD CAFE

B

Prof. Heidrun Demo
Free University of
Bozen-Bolzano

Faculty of Education
heidrun.demo2@unibz.it

Dr. Giusi Boaretto

Free University of
Bozen-Bolzano

Faculty of Education
giusi.boaretto@unibz.it

Dr. Anna Frizzarin

Free University of
Bozen-Bolzano

Faculty of Education
anna.frizzarin@iprase.tn.it

MINDFULNESS SESSION

Dr. Thomas Bernagozzi
thomas.bernagozzi08@gmail.com

Dr. Edoardo Saija

Free University of
Bozen-Bolzano
Faculty of Education
edoardo.saija@unibz.it
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