Chat GPT and AI wrltlng
tools: how can we respond In
Higher Education?

Free University of Bozen-Bolzano 3rd November 2023
Universitatsplatz 1 - Piazza Universita, 1 9.15-15.15
Bozen-Bolzano Room F6 (Uni club)
9.15-9.30

Opening

9.30-10.15

Marco Montali (Free University of Bozen-Bolzano)
Reflections on artificial intelligence and language processing

10.15-11.00
Enkelejda Kasneci (Technical University of Munich), Yao Rong (Technical University of Munich)
Generative Al in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities

11.00-11.15
Discussion

11.15-11.45
Break

11.45-12.30

Ann Devitt (Trinity College Dublin)

Re-imagining academic writing in the digital age
12.30-13.45

Lunch

13.45-14.30
Klaus Mundt (University of Nottingham)
Machine Translation in Higher Education: a case for enriching our digital literacies

14.30 - 15.15
Discussion and wrap up



Generative Al in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities

Recently, the rise of generative Al technologies has reshaped the landscape of various sectors,
including higher education. This talk will highlight the transformative potential of generative Al in
designing personalized learning experiences, fostering creativity, and enhancing research
capabilities in academia. While the prospects are promising, integrating these algorithms also brings
challenges — from ethical considerations to ensuring the authenticity of academic results. We will
look at case studies to illuminate how institutions can harness the power of generative Al while
managing its complexity to redefine the future of higher education.

Re-imagining academic writing in the digital age

In today's educational landscape, there is a pressing need for educators to reassess the purpose and
value of academic writing for a range of reasons. Traditionally, writing has held a central position
within our educational systems, dominating how we record and validate learning. In this
presentation, we will delve into the stages of the writing process and how people learn through this.
We will interrogate how technology can both facilitate and capture these crucial phases. My goal is
to suggest alternative means of representation of learning beyond traditional academic writing
outputs which can still leverage the opportunities for learning that the writing process offers.

Machine Translation in Higher Education: a case for enriching our digital literacies

When learners produce coursework, they are likely to use tools to facilitate the writing process. This
will become more pronounced if they write in a language that is not their L1. In that light, Machine
Translation (MT), specifically free online translation tools such as Google Translate or Deepl, has
become of increased relevance for Higher Education (HE), due to the impressive improvement in
translation quality since the switch from statistics-based translation to Neural Network Technology.
However, the use of MT also raises questions about authorship, academic integrity and responsible
use. This talk will explore the notion of MT literacy and argue that a constructive engagement with
this technology could be a useful addition to HE-relevant digital literacies, where it is currently not
represented. This would serve both the fair treatment of users of MT and an improved awareness
of good practice in MT for students, academic tutors and researchers.

Registration (by 31 October):
In-person attendance: https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/Alwritingtools

Online attendance: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f51ce240-eae5-414a-al1f-
11adOffaSbfc@92513267-03e3-401a-80d4-c58ed6674e3b

For questions or further information, please contact the Centre for Academic Writing:

caw@unibz.it

Organising committee: Maria Cristina Gatti, Graham Burton, Cecilia Lazzeretti -
(Centre for Academic Writing, Faculty of Education) uni b
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